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6.4 Member Responsibilities: Conflicts of Interest

A Member with a potential conflict of interest in a matter before the Council or a potential
interest in a contract with the Council is subject to the provisions of the Nebraska Political
Accountability and Disclosure Act including sections 49-1499.02 and 49-14,102. A Member with
a potential conflict of interest or a potential interest in a contract shall contact the Nebraska
Accountability and Disclosure Commission and take such action as required by law.



49-1499.02. Executive branch; discharge of official duties; potential conflict; actions
required.

(1) An official or employee of the executive branch of state government who would be
required to take any action or make any decision in the discharge of his or her official duties that
may cause financial benefit or detriment to him or her, a member of his or her immediate family,
or a business with which he or she is associated, which is distinguishable from the effects of
such action on the public generally or a broad segment of the public, shall take the following
actions as soon as he or she is aware of such potential conflict or should reasonably be aware
of such potential conflict, whichever is sooner:

(a) Prepare a written statement describing the matter requiring action or decision and the
nature of the potential conflict; and

(b) Deliver a copy of the statement to the commission and to his or her immediate superior,
if any, who shall assign the matter to another. If the immediate superior does not assign the
matter to another or if there is no immediate superior, the official or employee shall take such
action as the commission shall advise or prescribe to remove himself or herself from influence
over the action or decision on the matter.

(2) This section does not prevent such a person from (a) making or participating in the
making of a governmental decision to the extent that the individual's participation is legally
required for the action or decision to be made or (b) making or participating in the making of a
governmental decision if the potential conflict of interest is based upon a business association
and the business association exists only as the result of his or her position on a commodity
board. A person acting pursuant to subdivision (a) of this subsection shall report the occurrence
to the commission.

(3) For purposes of this section, commodity board means only the following:

(a) Corn Development, Utilization, and Marketing Board;

(b) Nebraska Dairy Industry Development Board;

(c) Grain Sorghum Development, Utilization, and Marketing Board;

(d) Nebraska Wheat Development, Utilization, and Marketing Board;

(e) Dry Bean Commission;

(f) Nebraska Potato Development Committee; and

(g9) Nebraska Poultry and Egg Development, Utilization, and Marketing Committee.

Source:Laws 2001, LB 242, § 13; Laws 2005, LB 242, § 41.



49-14,102. Contracts with government bodies; procedure; purpose.

(1) Except as otherwise provided by law, no public official or public employee, a member of
that individual's immediate family, or business with which the individual is associated shall enter
into a contract valued at two thousand dollars or more, in any one year, with a government body
unless the contract is awarded through an open and public process.

(2) For purposes of this section, an open and public process includes prior public notice and
subsequent availability for public inspection during the regular office hours of the contracting
government body of the proposals considered and the contract awarded.

(3) No contract may be divided for the purpose of evading the requirements of this section.

(4) This section shall not apply to a contract when the public official or public employee does
not in any way represent either party in the transaction.

(5) This section prohibits public officials and public employees from engaging in certain
activities under circumstances creating a substantial conflict of interest. This section is not
intended to penalize innocent persons, and a contract shall not be absolutely void by reason of
this section.

Source:Laws 1976, LB 987, § 102; Laws 2005, LB 242, § 46.



